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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A communication control apparatus for controlling 
multipoint communication performed using a plurality of communication apparatuses connected 
via a communication line, comprising: 

a control means for controlling communication so as to transmit signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses and a signal for providing predetermined 
advertising information to said plurality of communication apparatuses, 

wherein said control means determines the type of advertising information to be 
provided in accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
detemiined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising information. 



determined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses. 

2. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , 
wherein said control means controls communication so that said communication apparatuses 
display images in accordance with the signals received from said plurality of communication 



and controlo communication 



to transmit a signal for providing the 
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apparatuses and an image in accordance with the signal for providing said predetermined 
advertising information on one screen. 



in claim 1 claim 3 , wherein said control means assigns a predetermined selection right to a 
communication apparatus and allows said communication apparatus assigned the selection right 
to give said instruction. 

5. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 4, 
wherein said control means changes said communication apparatus assigned said selection right 
in accordance with a request from a communication apparatus. 

6. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 4, 
wherein said control means transmits a signal for a display for specifying said communication 
apparatus assigned said selection right to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 

7. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said control means determines whether or not to transmit a signal for providing said 
advertising information in accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus. 



3. (Cancelled) 



4. (Currently Amendment) A communication control apparatus as set forth 
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8. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 

wherein said signals received from the communication apparatuses are signals for displaying 

faces of users of the communication apparatuses. 



9. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein said control means controls communication so that a communication apparatus displays 
a second image in accordance with said predetermined advertising information larger compared 
with first images in accordance with signals received from said plurality of communication 
apparatuses. 

10. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 9, 
wherein said control means controls communication so that said second image is displayed 
below said first images in a display screen of said communication apparatus. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 1 , fiirther comprising a charging means for determining fees to be charged to users of 
said communication apparatuses for use of said multipoint communication in accordance with 
provision of said advertising information. 

12. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said control means controls communication so as to transmit sound signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses to said plurality of communication 
apparatuses. 



Page 5 of 23 



00451728 



U.S. Appln. No. 09/862,963 

Reply to Office Action dated March 23, 2007 



PATENT 
450100-03196 



13. (Currently Amended) A communication control apparatus for 
controlling multipoint communication performed using a plurality of communication apparatuses 
connected via communication lines, comprising; 

a control means for controlling communication so as to transmit signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses and a content signal specified by a 
communication apparatus to said plurality of communication apparatuses, 

wherein said control means determines the type of content signal to be provided 
in accordance with an instruction from a communication , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a sigiial for providing the 
detennined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising infomiati on. apparatus and controls 
communication so as to transmit a signal for providing the detennined t}pe of oaid content signal 
to said communication apparatuses. 

14. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 13, 
wherein said control means controls communication so that said communication apparatuses 
display images in accordance with the signals received from said plurality of communication 
apparatuses and an image in accordance with said content signal on one screen. 

15. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 13, 
wherein said control means assigns a predetermined selection right to a communication 
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apparatus and allows said communication apparatus assigned the selection right to designate said 
content signal. 

16. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 15, 
wherein said control means changes said communication apparatus assigned said selection right 
in accordance with a request from a communication apparatus. 

17. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 15, 
wherein said control means transmits a signal for a display for specifying said communication 
apparatus assigned said selection right to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 

18. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 13, 
wherein the signals received from said communication apparatuses are signals for displaying 
faces of users of the communication apparatuses. 



wherein said control means controls communication so as to transmit sound signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses to said plurality of communication 
apparatuses. 

20. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 19, 
wherein, when the signals received from said plurality of communication apparatuses are sound 
signals, said control means recognizes sounds indicated by the sound signals and controls 



19. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 13, 
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communication so as to transmit signals indicating the recognized sounds by text to said plurality 
of communication apparatuses. 

21-24 (Canceled). 

25. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus for multipoint 
communication with a plurality of other communication apparatuses via communication lines, 
comprising: 

a receiving means for receiving first signals transmitted by said plurality of other 
communication apparatuses and a second signal indicating predetermined advertising 
information and 

a signal processing means for processing for simultaneously displaying images in 
accordance with said first signals and an image in accordance with said second signal, 

wherein said receiving means determines the type of advertising information to be 
provided in accordance with an instruction from a communication , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
deteimined tvpe of said advertising infomiation to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising infonnation. apparatus and controls 
communication so as to transmit a signal for providing the determined t>^e of said advertising 
information to said communication apparatuses. 
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26. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus for multipoint 

communication with a plurality of other communication apparatuses via communication lines, 

comprising: 

a receiving means for receiving first signals transmitted by said other plurality of 
communication apparatuses and a second signal of a content designated by said communication 
apparatus; 

a display means; and 

a signal processing means for simultaneously displaying by said display means 
images in accordance with said first signals and an image in accordance with said second signal, 

wherein said receiving means determines the type of content to be provided in 
accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus , and 

wherein the instmction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
deteimined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising information. and controlG communication 
s o as to transmit a signal for providing the deteimined type of said content to said 
communication apparatuses. 

27-28 (Canceled). 

29. (Currently Amended) A communication system for multipoint 
communication using a plurality of communication apparatuses via communication lines under 
control by a communication control apparatus, wherein: said communication control apparatus 
comprises 
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a control means for controlling communication so as to transmit first signals 
received firom said plurality of communication apparatuses and a second signal for providing 
predetermined advertising information to said plurality of communication apparatuses; and said 
communication apparatus comprises a display means and 

a signal processing means for processing so as to display images in accordance 
with said first signals and an image in accordance with said second signal on one screen by a 
display means, 

wherein said control means determines the type of advertising information to be 
provided in accordance with an instruction firom a communication apparatus , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
detennined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal tvpe of advertising informafion. and controls communication 
so as to transmit a signal for providing the dotonnined type of said advertising information to 
said communication apparatuse s . 

30. (Currently Amended) A communication system for multipoint 
communication using a plurality of communication apparatuses via communication lines under 
control by a communication control apparatus, wherein: said communication control apparatus 
comprises 

a control means for controlling communication so as to transmit first signals 
received firom said plurality of communication apparatuses and a second signal of a content 
designated by said communication apparatus to said plurality of communication apparatuses; and 
said communication apparatus comprises a display means and 
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a signal processing means for processing so as to display images in accordance 

with said first signals and an image in accordance with said second signal on one screen by a 

display means, 

wherein said control means determines the type of content to be provided in 
accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether or not to transmit a signal for providing 
the determined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and 
whether or not to enable users to select a personal type of advertising infomiation. and controls 
communication so aa to transmit a signal for providing the detemiined type of said cont e nt to 
said communication apparatuses. 

31 (Canceled). 

32. (Currently Amended) A communication method for controlling 
multipoint communication using a plurality of communication apparatuses connected via 
communication lines, including the step of controlling communication so as to transmit signals 
received from said plurality of communication apparatuses and a signal for providing 
predetermined advertising information to said plurality of communication apparatuses, 

wherein said controlling determines the type of advertising information to be 
provided in accordance with an instruction received from a communication , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
detemiined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising information. apparatus and controls 
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communication so as to transmit a signal for providing the determined type of said advertising 
information to said communication apparatus e s. 

33. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 32, including 
the step of controlling communication so that said communication apparatuses display images in 
accordance with signals received from said plurality of communication apparatuses and an image 
in accordance with the signal for providing said predetermined advertising information on one 
screen. 

34. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 32, including 
the steps of determining a type of said advertising information to be provided in accordance with 
an instruction from a communication apparatus and controlling communication so that a signal 
for providing said advertising information of the determined kind is transmitted to said 
communication apparatuses. 

35. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 34, including 
the steps of assigning a predetermined selection right to a conmiunication apparatus and allowing 
that communication apparatus assigned the selection right to give said instruction. 

36. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 35, including 
the step of changing said communication apparatus assigned said selection right in accordance 
with a request from a communication apparatus. 
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37. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 35, including 
the step of transmitting a signal for display for specifying said communication apparatus 
assigned said selection right to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 

38. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 32, including 
the step of determining whether or not to transmit a signal for providing said advertising 
information in accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus. 



39. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 32, wherein 
the signals received from said communication apparatuses are signals for displaying faces of 
users of the communication apparatuses. 



40. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 39, including 
the step of controlling communication so that said communication apparatuses display a second 
image in accordance with said predetermined advertising information larger than first images in 
accordance with signals received from said plurality of communication apparatuses. 



41. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 40, including 
the step of controlling communication so that said second image is displayed below said first 
images in a display screen of said communication apparatus. 
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42. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 32, including 
the step of determining fees to be charged to users of said conmiunication apparatuses for use of 
said multipoint communication in accordance with provision of said advertising information. 

43. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 32, including 
the step of controlling communication so as to transmit sound signals received from said 
plurality of communication apparatuses to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 



44. (Currently Amended) A communication method for controlling 
multipoint communication using a plurality of communication apparatuses cormected via 
communication lines, including the step of controlling communication so as to transmit signals 
received from said plurality of communication apparatuses and a content signal designated by a 
communication apparatus to said plurality of communication apparatuses, 

wherein said controlling determines the type of content signal to be provided in 
accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
determined tvpe of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising information. and controls communication 
so as to transmit a signal for providing the determined type of said content signal to said 
communication apparatuses. 

45. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 44, including 
the step of controlling communication so that said communication apparatuses display images in 
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accordance with signals received from said plurality of communication apparatuses and an image 
in accordance with said content signal on one screen. 

46. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 44, including 
the step of assigning a predetermined selection right to a communication apparatus and allowing 
that communication apparatus assigned the selection right to designate said content signal. 

47. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 46, including 
the step of changing said conmiunication apparatus assigned said selection right in accordance 
with a request from said communication apparatus. 

48. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 46, including 
the step of transmitting a signal for display for specifying said communication apparatus 
assigned said selection right to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 

49. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 44, wherein 
the signals received from said communication apparatuses are signals for displaying faces of 
users of the communication apparatuses. 

50. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 44, including 
the step of controlling communication so as to transmit sound signals received from said 
plurality of communication apparatuses to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 
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51. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 50, including 

the step of, when the signals received from said plurality of communication apparatuses are 

sound signals, recognizing sounds indicated by the sound signals and controlling communication 

so as to transmit signals indicating the recognized sounds by text to said plurality of 

communication apparatuses. 

52-55 (Canceled). 

56. (Currently Amended) A communication control apparatus for 
controlling multipoint communication using a plurality of communication apparatuses connected 
via communication line, comprising 

a control means for controlling communication so as to transmit first signals 
indicating pickup results of faces of users of the communication apparatuses received from said 
plurality of communication apparatuses and second signals indicating pickup results in the 
directions of the users' perspectives to said plurality of communication apparatuses^^ 

wherein the control means determines a type of content signal to be provided in 
accordance with an instruction fi'om a communication apparatus , and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
determined type of said advertising infonnation to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal tvpe of advertising information . 

57. (Original) A communication control apparatus as set forth in claim 56, 
wherein said control means controls communication so that first images in accordance with said 
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first signals and second images in accordance with said second signals are displayed in 
correspondence on one screen by said display means of said communication apparatus. 

58. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus for multipoint 
communication with a plurality of other communication apparatuses via communication lines, 
comprising: 



communication apparatus; 

a second image pickup means for picking up an image in the direction of said 
user's perspective; and 

a transmission means for transmitting signals indicating the image pickup results 
of said first image pickup means and said second image pickup means, 

wherein said controlling determines the type of content signal to be provided in 
accordance with an instruction firom a communication apparatus, 

wherein, when not displaying an image in the direction of said user's perspective, 
said second image pick-up means displays a type of content signal to be provided in accordance 
with an instruction from a communication apparatus, and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
determined type of said advertising information to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising information . 



a receiving means for receiving signals; 



a display means for display in accordance with said received signals; 



a first image pickup means for picking up an image of a face of a user of the 
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59. (Original) A communication apparatus as set forth in claim 58, 



wherein said display means displays first images in accordance with image pickup results of 
faces of users of said plurality of other communication apparatuses and second images in 
accordance with image pickup results in the directions of the users' perspectives. 

60. (Original) A communication apparatus as set forth in claim 59, 
wherein said display means displays said first images and said second images in correspondence 
on one screen. 

61. (Original) A communication method for controlling multipoint 
communication using a plurality of communication apparatuses connected via communication 
lines, including the step of 

controlling communication so as to transmit first signals indicating image pickup 
results of faces of users of the communication apparatuses received from said plurality of 
communication apparatuses and second signals indicating image pickup results in the directions 
of the users' perspectives to said plurality of communication apparatuses^ 

wherein said controllinR deteiTnines a type of content signal to be provided in 
accordance with an instruction from a communication apparatus, and 

wherein the instruction instructs whether to transmit a signal for providing the 
deteimined type of said advertising infonnation to said communication apparatuses and whether 
to enable users to select a personal type of advertising infomiation . 
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62. (Original) A communication method as set forth in claim 61, including 

the step of controlling communication so that first images in accordance with said first signals 

and second images in accordance with said second signals are displayed in correspondence on 

one screen in said display means of said communication apparatuses. 
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